Decommissioning
An old disused borehole can be
refurbished and turned into a
valuable asset. However if you
have no further use for a
borehole on your property, it
can be a liability allowing
pollution direct access to
drinking water aquifers and it
should be abandoned
professionally.
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Abandonment varies from site
to site, depending on the
construction of the borehole,
strata and aquifers penetrated
and subsequent use of the land.
Borehole Engineering Services,
the engineering division of
Drilcorp offers a professional
borehole abandonment service
ensuring the correct
procedures are carried out and
giving written certification
that works have been carried
out to the correct standards.
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Decommissioning
Borehole Decommissioning Challenges Successfully Overcome
Borehole Engineering Services the engineering division of Drilcorp was
recently engaged to decommission two unused boreholes below a building
in London. Access to the wells proved to be the first challenge to be
overcome, requiring the closure of three disabled parking bays and a
footpath. Then the front of the building was fenced off and grating was
removed to allow engineers to lower equipment and materials into the
basement using a portable davit system. All equipment was then
manhandled from the basement and through a plant room to the borehole
locations. Great care was needed to ensure the protection of the
expensive marble structure of the building.
The Environment Agency had specified that the boreholes be
decommissioned according to the original strata penetrated with gravel
at the location of known aquifers and bentonite/cement grout over the
non-water bearing rock.
Materials were tremmied into the boreholes in measured quantities and
backfilling was monitored with tag lines to ensure that the strict
specifications were followed.
The limited space and arduous working conditions of the project meant
that the company’s engineers had to use their initiative to find solutions
to the many challenges. Works were completed in an efficient and timely
manner with a successful outcome for a delighted client.
Boreholes are our business
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